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Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer –  
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 
 
Topics:   
Assurance, Benefits, Faith, Future, Heaven, Hell, Hope, 
Judgment, Last Days, Perseverance, Rewards, Second Coming 
 
Open It Questions 
A. What experiences can destroy a person’s desire to live?  
             
             
              
 

B. What fictional or real-life person endured difficulties and 
 trials on the way to eventual triumph?  
             
             
              
 
 
Explore It Questions 
 
1. Why did Paul thank God for the church at Thessalonica? 
 (1:3) 
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A1-12
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Assurance&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Benefits&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Faith&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Future&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Heaven&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Hell&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Hope&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Judgment&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Last%20Days&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Perseverance&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Rewards&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Second%20Coming&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A3
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2. What was the reputation of the church at Thessalonica? 
 (1:4)  
             
             
              
 
3. What difficulties was the church at Thessalonica 
 experiencing? (1:4)  
             
             
              
 
4. What do persecution and trials prove about God’s work in 
 the church and the world? (1:5)  
             
             
              
 
5. How will God deal with unbelievers and believers alike? 
 When? (1:6-7)  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A4
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A6-7
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6. When will God reward and punish people? (1:7)  
             
             
              
 
7. For what reason will God punish people? (1:8)  
             
             
              
 
8. How did Paul describe the punishment of those who reject 
 Christ? (1:9)  
             
             
             
 
9. What will believers experience when they see the Lord 
 Jesus? (1:10)  
             
             
              
 
10. What was Paul’s prayer for the church at Thessalonica? 
 (1:11-12)  
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A11-12
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Get It Questions 
 
11. What can we do to keep our faith growing?  
             
             
              
 
12. What can we do to increase our love for others?  
             
             
              
 
13. How can a person go through trials and yet have their faith 
 strengthened?  
             
             
              
 
14. When we are going through difficulties, how do we know 
 God hasn’t forgotten us?  
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15. What are some reasons we use to explain why we 
 experience trials and hard times?  
             
             
              
 
16. How could trials and hard times be part of God’s plan for 
 us?  
             
             
              
 
17. How will our view of the trials during our life be different 
 after Jesus returns?  
             
             
              
 
18. How does Paul’s description of hell compare to your ideas 
 about what hell is like?  
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19. How do we discover God’s purpose for our lives?  
             
             
              
 
20. What lessons do you think God is trying to teach you 
 through the trials and difficulties you have experienced 
 recently?  
             
             
              
 
 
Apply It Questions 
 
21. How could your life glorify the name of the Lord Jesus this 
 week?  
             
             
              
 
22. In what trials and difficulties do you need patience and 
 perseverance this week to see God’s eventual good results?  
             
             
              
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

A. What experiences can 
destroy a person’s 
desire to live? 
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OPEN IT 
QUESTIONS

B. What fictional or real-life 
person endured difficulties 
and trials on the way to 
eventual triumph? 
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Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

INTRODUCTION

A few months earlier, Timothy had 
returned to check on the Thessalonian 
believers and had returned to Paul 
with the good news of their faith 
(1 Thessalonians 3:5-6). 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+3%3A5-6
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2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

INTRODUCTION

Paul had written 1 Thessalonians to 
express his great joy as well as to 
answer some questions. But some 
time had passed, and Paul had heard 
about some other problems in 
Thessalonica—the church was still 
facing persecution. 
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INTRODUCTION

The Problem—
False teachers were giving wrong 
information about the Second 
Coming, and some of the 
believers had stopped working in 
order to wait for Christ’s return.
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Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

SCRIPTURE
(NLT)

3 Dear brothers and sisters, we can’t help but thank 
God for you, because your faith is flourishing and 
your love for one another is growing.
4 We proudly tell God’s other churches about your 
endurance and faithfulness in all the persecutions and 
hardships you are suffering.
5 And God will use this persecution to show his 
justice and to make you worthy of his Kingdom, for 
which you are suffering.
6 In his justice he will pay back those who persecute 
you.
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SCRIPTURE
(NLT)

7 And God will provide rest for you who are being 
persecuted and also for us when the Lord Jesus 
appears from heaven. He will come with his mighty 
angels,
8 in flaming fire, bringing judgment on those who 
don’t know God and on those who refuse to obey 
the Good News of our Lord Jesus.
9 They will be punished with eternal destruction, 
forever separated from the Lord and from his 
glorious power.
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SCRIPTURE
(NLT)

10 When he comes on that day, he will receive glory 
from his holy people—praise from all who believe. 
And this includes you, for you believed what we told 
you about him.
11 So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to 
enable you to live a life worthy of his call. May he 
give you the power to accomplish all the good things 
your faith prompts you to do.
12 Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored 
because of the way you live, and you will be honored 
along with him. This is all made possible because of 
the grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.
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Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

1. Why did Paul thank God for the 
church at Thessalonica? (1:3)

3 Dear brothers and sisters, we can’t 
help but thank God for you, because 
your faith is flourishing and your 
love for one another is growing.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A3
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

2. What was the reputation of the 
church at Thessalonica? (1:4) 

4 We proudly tell God’s other 
churches about your endurance and 
faithfulness in all the persecutions 
and hardships you are suffering.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A4


Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS 4 We proudly tell God’s other 

churches about your endurance and 
faithfulness in all the persecutions 
and hardships you are suffering.

3. What difficulties was the church at 
Thessalonica experiencing? (1:4) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A4
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

4. What do persecution and trials 
prove about God’s work in the 
church and the world? (1:5) 

5 And God will use this persecution 
to show his justice and to make you 
worthy of his Kingdom, for which 
you are suffering.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A5


Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

5. How will God deal with 
unbelievers and believers alike? 
When? (1:6-7) 

6 In his justice he will pay back those who 
persecute you.
7 And God will provide rest for you who 
are being persecuted and also for us when 
the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He 
will come with his mighty angels,

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A6-7
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS 7 And God will provide rest for you who 

are being persecuted and also for us when 
the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He 
will come with his mighty angels,

6. When will God reward and punish 
people? (1:7) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A7
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

7. For what reason will God punish 
people? (1:8) 

8 in flaming fire, bringing judgment 
on those who don’t know God and 
on those who refuse to obey the 
Good News of our Lord Jesus.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A8
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

8. How did Paul describe the 
punishment of those who reject 
Christ? (1:9) 

9 They will be punished with eternal 
destruction, forever separated from 
the Lord and from his glorious 
power.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A9
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EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

9. What will believers experience 
when they see the Lord Jesus? 
(1:10) 

10 When he comes on that day, he will 
receive glory from his holy people—
praise from all who believe. And this 
includes you, for you believed what 
we told you about him.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A10


Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

EXPLORE IT 
QUESTIONS

10. What was Paul’s prayer for the 
church at Thessalonica? (1:11-12) 

11 So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to 
enable you to live a life worthy of his call. May he 
give you the power to accomplish all the good things 
your faith prompts you to do.
12 Then the name of our Lord Jesus will be honored 
because of the way you live, and you will be honored 
along with him. This is all made possible because of 
the grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+1%3A11-12
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Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
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GET IT 
QUESTIONS

11. What can we do to keep 
our faith growing? 

12. What can we do to 
increase our love for 
others? 



Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

GET IT 
QUESTIONS

13. How can a person go through 
trials and yet have their faith 
strengthened? 

14. When we are going through 
difficulties, how do we know 
God hasn’t forgotten us? 



Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

GET IT 
QUESTIONS

15. What are some reasons we use 
to explain why we experience 
trials and hard times? 

16. How could trials and hard 
times be part of God’s plan for 
us? 



Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

GET IT 
QUESTIONS

17. How will our view of the 
trials during our life be 
different after Jesus returns? 

18. How does Paul’s description 
of hell compare to your ideas 
about what hell is like? 



Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

GET IT 
QUESTIONS

19. How do we discover God’s 
purpose for our lives? 

20. What lessons do you think 
God is trying to teach you 
through the trials and 
difficulties you have 
experienced recently? 
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Paul’s Thanksgiving and Prayer
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

APPLY IT 
QUESTIONS

21. How could your life glorify the 
name of the Lord Jesus this 
week? 

22. In what trials and difficulties do 
you need patience and 
perseverance this week to see 
God’s eventual good results? 



NEXT WEEK’S 
BIBLE STUDY 

LESSON

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH

OF SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Of Southfield, Michigan

In Case You Missed It--ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Women of Hope Bible Study Saturday, March 21, 2021 11:00am to 1:00pm

“Hearing the Voice of God” (See New Hope Website for Zoom Access Link)

2. New Hope Bible Institute Friday, March 26, 2021 6:30pm-8:30pm and
“1, 2, 3, John” Saturday, March 27, 2021 8:30am – 4:30pm

(See New Hope Website to Pre-Register and receive Zoom Access 
Link)

3. MEDCCE Annual Session Classes April 13-15, 2021 6:00pm – 9:00pm each day
“Bible Prophecy—Biblical 
Perspectives on What’s to Come”
(See New Hope website for link to 
MEDCCE website to register for this or other classes)
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